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Ahab Reigns in Israel
29 In the thirty-eighth year of 
Asa king of Judah, Ahab the 
son of Omri began to reign over 
Israel, and Ahab the son of Omri 
reigned over Israel in Samaria 
twenty-two years. 30 And Ahab 
the son of Omri did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, more than all 
who were before him. 31 And 
as if it had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, he 
took for his wife Jezebel the 
daughter of Ethbaal king of the 
Sidonians, and went and served 
Baal and worshiped him. 32 He 
erected an altar for Baal in the 
house of Baal, which he built 
in Samaria. 33 And Ahab made 
an Asherah. Ahab did more to 
provoke the Lord, the God of 
Israel, to anger than all the kings 
of Israel who were before him. 
34 In his days Hiel of Bethel built 
Jericho. He laid its foundation at 
the cost of Abiram his firstborn, 
and set up its gates at the cost 
of his youngest son Segub, 
according to the word of the 
Lord, which he spoke by Joshua 
the son of Nun.

Elijah Predicts a Drought
17 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of 
Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, 
“As the Lord, the God of Israel, 
lives, before whom I stand, there 
shall be neither dew nor rain 
these years, except by my word.” 
2 And the word of the Lord came 
to him: 3 “Depart from here and 
turn eastward and hide yourself 
by the brook Cherith, which is 
east of the Jordan. 4 You shall 
drink from the brook, and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed 
you there.” 5 So he went and 
did according to the word of 
the Lord. He went and lived by 
the brook Cherith that is east 
of the Jordan. 6 And the ravens 
brought him bread and meat 
in the morning, and bread and 
meat in the evening, and he 
drank from the brook. 7 And 
after a while the brook dried up, 
because there was no rain in the 
land.

The Widow of Zarephath
8 Then the word of the Lord 
came to him, 9 “Arise, go to 
Zarephath, which belongs to 
Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, 
I have commanded a widow 
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there to feed you.” 10 So he 
arose and went to Zarephath. 
And when he came to the gate 
of the city, behold, a widow was 
there gathering sticks. And he 
called to her and said, “Bring me 
a little water in a vessel, that I 
may drink.” 11 And as she was 
going to bring it, he called to 
her and said, “Bring me a morsel 
of bread in your hand.” 12 And 
she said, “As the Lord your God 
lives, I have nothing baked, only 
a handful of flour in a jar and a 
little oil in a jug. And now I am 
gathering a couple of sticks that 
I may go in and prepare it for 
myself and my son, that we may 
eat it and die.” 13 And Elijah 
said to her, “Do not fear; go and 
do as you have said. But first 
make me a little cake of it and 
bring it to me, and afterward 
make something for yourself and 
your son. 14 For thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The jar 
of flour shall not be spent, and 
the jug of oil shall not be empty, 
until the day that the Lord sends 
rain upon the earth.’”  
15 And she went and did as 
Elijah said. And she and he and 
her household ate for many 
days.  16 The jar of flour was not 
spent, neither did the jug of oil 
become empty, according to the 
word of the Lord that he spoke 
by Elijah.

Elijah Raises the Widow’s 
Son
17 After this the son of the 
woman, the mistress of the 
house, became ill. And his illness 
was so severe that there was no 
breath left in him. 18 And she 
said to Elijah, “What have you 
against me, O man of God? You 
have come to me to bring my sin 
to remembrance and to cause 
the death of my son!”  
19 And he said to her, “Give me 
your son.” And he took him from 
her arms and carried him up 
into the upper chamber where 
he lodged, and laid him on his 
own bed. 20 And he cried to the 
Lord, “O Lord my God, have you 
brought calamity even upon the 
widow with whom I sojourn, 
by killing her son?” 21 Then he 
stretched himself upon the child 
three times and cried to the 
Lord, “O Lord my God, let this 
child′s life come into him again.” 
22 And the Lord listened to the 
voice of Elijah. And the life of 
the child came into him again, 
and he revived. 23 And Elijah 
took the child and brought him 
down from the upper chamber 
into the house and delivered him 
to his mother. And Elijah said, 
“See, your son lives.” 24 And the 
woman said to Elijah, “Now I 
know that you are a man of God, 
and that the word of the Lord in 
your mouth is truth.”
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2.  Meaning of the story 

2.1 Poor Rich People (1 Kings 16:29-17:1)
The Northern Kingdom of Israel with Samaria as its capitol, was 
going through great times under King Ahab (ruled 874-853 BC). 
Much construction work was done under his regime, showing that 
the economy of the country was booming. (See 1 Kings 16:34, 22:39) 

Archaeologists have found pieces of ivory in the 
ruins of Samaria [picture 1], proving trade 
relations with Egypt. Archaeologists also 
believe the hall of columns in Hazor was 
built by Ahab. 

King Ahab married Jezebel, daughter of 
the King of Sidon. Ethbaal. According to 
the Jewish historian Josephus, Ethbaal 
ruled for 32 years over Sidon and Tyrus. (1 
Kings 11:1-2). This marriage, of Ahab with 
Jezebel, created a strong alliance with 
this powerful  neighbor on the northern 
border. [Picture 2]  Ahab gave his daughter 
Athaliah in marriage to the crown prince 

of Judah,  Jehoshaphat’s son Jehoram, thus cementing bilateral ties 
with that country in the south. (See II Chronicles 18:1-2)  The kings of 
Moab, to the east, paid enormous tribute to King Ahab so that Israel 
had enough money to strengthen its 
army. In the year 853 BC, Israel and 
Aram fought Assyria. According to 
Assyrian annals, Ahab was able to 
contribute 2.000 chariots and 10.000 
soldiers to this coalition.

Under King Ahab the people of God 
enjoyed peace, safety and wealth. 
But the religious life of the nation 
was dramatically bad. The nation 
disobeyed God. “Ahab […] did 
more to provoke the Lord, the God 
of Israel, to anger than did all the 
kings of Israel before him.” Ahab 
followed in the sinful footsteps of 
his forefathers (see 1 Kings 12:28-33, 

[Picture 1, piece of ivory]

[Picture 2, map of Israel and neighbours]
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13:33-34, 14:8-10, 15:26,33-
34, 16:19,25-26). In addition 
to this, he also began to 
worship Baal in the temple 
that he had built for him in 
the capitol city of Samaria. 
Josephus says that Ahab 
worshipped the Baal from 
Tyrus, called Melkart. This 
was a fertility god. His 
female counterpart, also 
worshipped all over the 
Middle East, was Asherah. 
This mother goddess was worshipped for her fruitfulness. [Picture 3]

Some commentators think Ahab may have introduced the worship 
of Baal only to please the local Canaanite population. They think so, 
because He gave his own children decent religious names – Athaliah 
(Jahweh made me strong), Ahaziah (Jahweh is the owner), and 
Joram (Jahweh is the High One)

QUESTION: 
• Why did God punish the Israelites with hunger and thirst? 

(See, for instance, Hosea 2:7-12, II Chronicles 7:13-14, 
Deuteronomy 28:36-45, Hebrews 12:5-6)

2.2 On the Run (1 Kings 17:2-7)
Elijah became the victim of his own prophesy. He suffered the effects 
of the drought, like all other people. He was also forced to escape 
from the persecution by King Ahab. The servant of God has no 
easy life. Just as, throughout the centuries, Christians have suffered 
the same problems as all of mankind, and on top of this, even 
persecution at times.   

Elijah found refuge in the wilderness around the Cherith Ravine, east 
of the Jordan river. God cared for him in a miraculous way. Consider 
this strange fact: Though God did send meat through a daily miracle, 
He did not provide water when the brook dried up.  

[Pictures 3, Asherah]
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QUESTIONS: 
• How come that a faithful servant of God suffers under 

God’s direct wrath? 

• What do you think Elijah thought and felt when he saw 
the brook dry up gradually? 

• Have you had comparable experiences in regard to God’s 
help and provision for you? Or the lack of it?

2.3 Poor Rich Widow (1 Kings 17:8-16)
Elijah was told to go to Zarephath, a village in the area where Queen 
Jezebel came from and where her father Ethbaal was still ruling. (See 
I Kings 16:31) That was certainly a strange place to escape to! Even 
stranger was Gods command to go to a heathen widow and board 
with her. Was she a worshipper of the Baal? This is very likely.

Phoenicia was not a modern welfare state, so a widow would have 
difficulty enough feeding herself, and even more so in a time of 
drought. But God told Elijah: “I have commanded a widow in that 
place to supply you with food.” Obediently he went to Zarephath, to 
find a widow who happened to do exactly what God had predicted. 
As a result of her obedience she was about to experience Gods 
providence in a miraculous way.

QUESTIONS:
• Why does God send Elijah to this poor widow? (See, for 
instance, 1 Corinthians 1:26-31, Philippians 4:10-20, Luke 
4:24-26)

• Does Elijah not expect too much from this widow?

• What do we learn from the widow about how to deal 
with our money and possessions? (Matthew 6:19-34)

2.4 The Prayer of Elijah (1 Kings 17:17-24) 
Again the faith of Elijah and the widow is being tested. The son of 
the poor woman dies. He was her only hope in life, so her world 
seemed to collapse. God had so wonderfully supplied in all her and 
her son’s needs through the prophet, so the death of her son is the 
more inexplicable. In anger she cries: “Elijah, what do you have 
against me, man of God? Did you come to remind me of my sin and 
kill my son?”

Lesson One: The Suffering Servant  
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QUESTIONS:
• What does the reaction of the widow, after her son died, 

tell us about her spiritual life?

• How did Elijah react to the death of the boy?

• What can we, personally, learn from these early years in 
the ministry of Elijah? (See James 5:17)

• What do we learn about God from these stories?

Lesson One: The Suffering Servant  
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Elijah Confronts Ahab
18 After many days the word of 
the Lord came to Elijah, in the 
third year, saying, “Go, show 
yourself to Ahab, and I will send 
rain upon the earth.”   
2 So Elijah went to show himself 
to Ahab. Now the famine was 
severe in Samaria. 3 And Ahab 
called Obadiah, who was over 
the household. (Now Obadiah 
feared the Lord greatly,   
4 and when Jezebel cut off the 
prophets of the Lord, Obadiah 
took a hundred prophets and 
hid them by fifties in a cave and 
fed them with bread and water.) 
5 And Ahab said to Obadiah, 
“Go through the land to all the 
springs of water and to all the 
valleys. Perhaps we may find 
grass and save the horses and 
mules alive, and not lose some of 
the animals.” 6 So they divided 
the land between them to pass 
through it. Ahab went in one 
direction by himself, and Oba-
diah went in another direction 
by himself. 7 And as Obadiah 
was on the way, behold, 
Elijah met him. And Obadiah 
recognized him and fell on his 
face and said, “Is it you, my lord  

Elijah?” 8 And he answered him, 
“It is I. Go, tell your lord, ‘Be-
hold, Elijah is here.’” 9 And he 
said, “How have I sinned, that 
you would give your servant into 
the hand of Ahab, to kill me?  
10 As the Lord your God lives, 
there is no nation or kingdom 
where my lord has not sent to 
seek you. And when they would 
say, ‘He is not here,’ he would 
take an oath of the kingdom or 
nation, that they had not found 
you. 11 And now you say, ‘Go, 
tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is 
here.”’ 12 And as soon as I have 
gone from you, the Spirit of the 
Lord will carry you I know not 
where. And so, when I come and 
tell Ahab and he cannot find 
you, he will kill me, although 
I your servant have feared the 
Lord from my youth. 13 Has it 
not been told my lord what I did 
when Jezebel killed the prophets 
of the Lord, how I hid a hundred 
men of the Lord′s prophets by 
fifties in a cave and fed them 
with bread and water? 14 And 
now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, 
“Behold, Elijah is here”’; and 
he will kill me.”  15 And Elijah 
said, “As the Lord of hosts lives, 

Lesson Two:  
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before whom I stand, I will surely 
show myself to him today.”  
16 So Obadiah went to meet 
Ahab, and told him. And Ahab 
went to meet Elijah. 17 When 
Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to 
him, “Is it you, you troubler of 

Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I 
have not troubled Israel, but you 
have, and your father′s house, 
because you have abandoned 
the commandments of the Lord 
and followed the Baals.

2.  Meaning of the story  

2.1 King Ahab did not learn the lesson (1 Kings 
18:4-5,12,17-18)
Three years of extreme drought 
has tortured the Kingdom of 
Israel and the surrounding 
world. “The famine was severe 
in Samaria.” [Picture 1]
We have no reason to think 
Israel turned to the Lord 
because of the famine. King 
Ahab was not prepared to 
change his life. We see that in 
spite of the severe punishment 
of God, King Ahab:

• allowed his wife Jezebel to kill Gods prophets

• was more worried about his animals than about his people

• organised a manhunt for Elijah

• blamed Elijah for the fate of Israel

• created a state of terror – Obadijah was afraid to be killed for 
even talking to Elijah.

Ahab did not change his ways, in spite of the drought and the 
hunger. But in spite of this, God intervened and decided to send rain 
to the land, to make an end to the awful famine.

[Picture 1, impact of famine]
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QUESTIONS: 
• What would the rationale of Ahab be for not changing 

his ways? 

• How stubborn can we be?

• Why would God want to send rain to the unrepentant 
land? (See 1 Kings 19:18, Matthew 5:45)

2.2 Elijah takes a risk (1 Kings 18:1-2,10,16-19)
God told Elijah to go to King Ahab. In the circumstances of those 
days, this was very risky business! Elijah was quite aware of the 
dangers, but he obeyed his Lord and he went on his way. He left 
Zarephath, the place where God had so tremendously blessed him 
and the widow. He left his ‘social security’ because God called him 
for a new task.

QUESTIONS: 
• Was it wise of Elijah to go to King Ahab? 

• Are you prepared to leave your ‘social security’ behind if 
God asks you to do so? (See Matthew 4:19-22, Luke 9:24-25)

• How is Elijah’s obedience an example for you? Do you need 
to take some action?

2.3 Obadijah: Serving God full-time (1 Kings 18:1-6)
On his way to King 
Ahab, Elijah met one of 
the King’s co-workers. 
Everyone in Israel knew 
Obadijah. He was in 
charge of the palace of the 
King. That made him a sort 
of “Minister of Interior” 
in Israel. He was is charge 
of “police”, even of the 
“secret police”. He was 
responsible for the money 
of the government and 
in general of anything 
related to the palace and 
to the King directly.

[Picture 2, cave in northern Israel]
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If King Ahab had found out that Obadijah was “a devout believer 
in the Lord”, he would never have appointed him to have this high 
position in government. And in his position, Obadijah was able to 
secretly support the cause of the Lord – with money and food from 
the palace. Thus, Obadijah was able to keep 100 prophets alive in 
some caves in northern Israel . [Picture 2]

Obadijah said of himself that he had “worshipped the Lord since 
[his] youth.” The Holy Scriptures confirm his dedication to God. It 
is clear though, that this was not a well-known fact in Israel. Why 
would he otherwise be so worried that King Ahab would find out 
that he had spoken with Elijah? Was Obadijah maybe a ‘secret 
believer’?

QUESTIONS:
• How could Obadijah work for such a sinful regime?  

(See 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, James 1:27, 4:4)

• Was Obadijah a lesser servant of God than Elijah? 

• How is Obadijah a model for us?

• What do we learn about God from this story?

Lesson Two: Two Styles of Serving God
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Elijah meets with Ehab
16 So Obadiah went to meet 
Ahab, and told him. And Ahab 
went to meet Elijah.
17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab 
said to him, “Is it you, you 
troubler of Israel?” 18 And he 
answered, “I have not troubled 
Israel, but you have, and your 
father′s house, because you have 
abandoned the commandments 
of the Lord and followed the 
Baals. 19 Now therefore send 
and gather all Israel to me at 
Mount Carmel, and the 450 
prophets of Baal and the 400 
prophets of Asherah, who eat at 
Jezebel′s table.”

The Prophets of Baal 
Defeated
20 So Ahab sent to all the 
people of Israel and gathered 
the prophets together at Mount 
Carmel. 21 And Elijah came 
near to all the people and said, 
“How long will you go limping 
between two different opinions? 
If the Lord is God, follow him; 
but if Baal, then follow him.” 
And the people did not answer 
him a word. 22 Then Elijah said 
to the people, “I, even I only, 

am left a prophet of the Lord, 
but Baal′s prophets are 450 men. 
23 Let two bulls be given to us, 
and let them choose one bull for 
themselves and cut it in pieces 
and lay it on the wood, but put 
no fire to it. And I will prepare 
the other bull and lay it on the 
wood and put no fire to it. 24 
And you call upon the name of 
your god, and I will call upon the 
name of the Lord, and the God 
who answers by fire, he is God.” 
And all the people answered, “It 
is well spoken.”  
25 Then Elijah said to the 
prophets of Baal, “Choose for 
yourselves one bull and prepare 
it first, for you are many, and 
call upon the name of your 
god, but put no fire to it.” 26 
And they took the bull that was 
given them, and they prepared 
it and called upon the name of 
Baal from morning until noon, 
saying, “O Baal, answer us!” 
But there was no voice, and no 
one answered. And they limped 
around the altar that they had 
made.  27 And at noon Elijah 
mocked them, saying, “Cry 
aloud, for he is a god. Either 
he is musing, or he is relieving 

Lesson Three: 
 Confrontation on Mount Carmel 

Kings 18:16-19:2
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himself, or he is on a journey, or 
perhaps he is asleep and must 
be awakened.” 28 And they 
cried aloud and cut themselves 
after their custom with swords 
and lances, until the blood 
gushed out upon them. 29 And 
as midday passed, they raved on 
until the time of the offering of 
the oblation, but there was no 
voice. No one answered; no one 
paid attention.
30 Then Elijah said to all the 
people, “Come near to me.” 
And all the people came near 
to him. And he repaired the 
altar of the Lord that had been 
thrown down. 31 Elijah took 
twelve stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons 
of Jacob, to whom the word of 
the Lord came, saying, “Israel 
shall be your name,” 32 and with 
the stones he built an altar in the 
name of the Lord. And he made 
a trench about the altar, as great 
as would contain two seahs of 
seed. 33 And he put the wood in 
order and cut the bull in pieces 
and laid it on the wood. And he 
said, “Fill four jars with water 
and pour it on the burnt offering 
and on the wood.” 34 And he 
said, “Do it a second time.” And 
they did it a second time. And he 
said, “Do it a third time.” And 
they did it a third time. 35 And 
the water ran around the altar 
and filled the trench also with 
water. 36 And at the time of the 
offering of the oblation, Elijah 

the prophet came near and said, 
“O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, let it be known this 
day that you are God in Israel, 
and that I am your servant, and 
that I have done all these things 
at your word. 37 Answer me, 
O Lord, answer me, that this 
people may know that you, O 
Lord, are God, and that you have 
turned their hearts back.”  
38 Then the fire of the Lord 
fell and consumed the burnt 
offering and the wood and the 
stones and the dust, and licked 
up the water that was in the 
trench. 39 And when all the 
people saw it, they fell on their 
faces and said, “The Lord, he is 
God; the Lord, he is God.”  40 
And Elijah said to them, “Seize 
the prophets of Baal; let not 
one of them escape.” And they 
seized them. And Elijah brought 
them down to the brook Kishon 
and slaughtered them there.

The Lord Sends Rain
41 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go 
up, eat and drink, for there is a 
sound of the rushing of rain.” 
42 So Ahab went up to eat and 
to drink. And Elijah went up 
to the top of Mount Carmel. 
And he bowed himself down 
on the earth and put his face 
between his knees. 43 And he 
said to his servant, “Go up now, 
look toward the sea.” And he 
went up and looked and said, 
“There is nothing.” And he 
said, “Go again,” seven times. 
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44 And at the seventh time he 
said, “Behold, a little cloud like 
a man′s hand is rising from the 
sea.” And he said, “Go up, say 
to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot 
and go down, lest the rain stop 
you.’” 45 And in a little while the 
heavens grew black with clouds 
and wind, and there was a great 
rain. And Ahab rode and went 
to Jezreel. 46 And the hand of 
the Lord was on Elijah, and he 
gathered up his garment 

and ran before Ahab to the 
entrance of Jezreel.

Elijah Flees Jezebel
19 Ahab told Jezebel all that 
Elijah had done, and how he 
had killed all the prophets with 
the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a 
messenger to Elijah, saying, “So 
may the gods do to me and more 
also, if I do not make your life 
as the life of one of them by this 
time tomorrow.”

2.  Meaning of the story  

2.1 The God who answers with fire (1 Kings 
18:16-29)
Elijah decided to confront the priests of Baal and Asherah on Mount 
Carmel. Mount Carmel was on the border between Israel and 
Phoenicia and [Picture 1] only a few hundred years earlier, the area 
had become part of Israel, 
so the religious influence 
of Tyrus in the area was 
enormous. Mount Carmel 
must have been seen as a 
strong place of the rain-god 
Baal, as it was suffering from 
less drought than the rest of 
the country. An inscription 
from ca. 200 AD has been 
found, related to a temple on 
Carmel, mentioning Zeus Karmelos Heliopoleites. Was this maybe the 
regional Baal of Tyrus, Melkart, equated with the Greek god  Zeus? 

The God who would be able to answer with fire, would prove 
Himself to be the true one. (See 1 Kings 18:24)  Elijah made very 
sure that after the contest the priests of Baal would not be able to 
accuse him of cheating. (See 1 Kings 18:33-35) It had to be obvious to 
everyone, especially to the people of Israel, that they had to choose 
for serving the Lord God. For many years the people had been 
wavering between Baal and JHWH. Now was the moment of choice.

[Picture 1, Mount Carmel]
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During the morning, the priests of Baal called upon their god 
Melkart, but in vain. Their cultic dances did not help them, so they 
went as far as wounding themselves with knives. Cutting oneself 
with knives was forbidden in the Old Testament as it was part of
middle eastern religious rituals. (See Leviticus 19:28, Deuteronomy 14:1)

Baal did not react however. The power of statues carved out of 
wood or rock and made from gold, is not great. (See Psalm 115:4-8, 
135:15-18, Jeremiah 10:5)  Baal’s priests were not able to call him 
from his sleep. Every year in Spring, Tyrus celebrated the ‘awaking’ 
of Melkart, their fertile god. 

QUESTIONS: 
• What do we learn from the power of the Baals?  

(See Ephesians 2:2, Revelation 13:13)

• Why would the Israelites have been so interested in 
worshipping the Baals?

• What are the local ‘gods’ that we worship?  
(See Philippians 3:17-19, Matthew 6:24)

2.2. Restoring the Service of God (1 Kings 18:30-18)
Elijah, or actually his Lord, wins the confrontation easily. The Lord 
God answers with fire, without Elijah having to shout, cry, dance, 
or wound himself. In fact Elijah makes it even harder for God by 
soaking the bull and the altar with water.

Elijah rebuilt a collapsed altar for God, waited for the time of the 
evening sacrifice in Jerusalem, and prayed a simple prayer. Then fire 
struck the altar. If this fire was ‘just the normal lightning before a 
downpour′, as some have it, then it was very timely and it struck at 
exactly the right place.

QUESTIONS:
• Do you know more examples in the Bible of similar 

religious confrontations? Where do we encounter similar 
confrontations nowadays?

• What meaning has the altar Elijah made, and the timing 
of his prayer? (1 Kings 18:30-32, 36-37)

Lesson Three:  Confrontation on Mount Carmel 
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2.3 Victory (1 Kings 18:38-19:2)
Queen Jezebel did not learn much from the defeat of her 
friends, the priests of Baal. She wanted to kill Elijah right away. 
Most Israelites on and around Mount Carmel did draw the right 
conclusion: They fell on their faces to worship the Lord God. The 
people also understood that the priests of Baal had been cheating 
them. In a bloody manner they finished the worship of Baal. This was 
the Mosaic way to deal with pagan gods and their priests.  
(See Deuteronomy 13:12-18 17:2-5)

When Elijah saw how the people repented, he concluded that God 
wanted to send rain again. He fell on his knees and prayed for rain. 
One simple prayer was enough to make God send fire from heaven, 
but in order to get the rain, Elijah had to pray without ceasing.

He trusted God to not only send fire but also rain from heaven. That 
is why he told King Ahab to start feasting – there would be no lack 
of food and drinks any longer and it was time for joy. The drought 
was over.

QUESTION: 
• Would Elijah have expected persecution to increase after 

this event? (See Luke 4:16-30, Acts 5:12-18)

• Why did Elijah tell King Ahab that rain was coming? 
Would it not have been wiser to first pray and wait for 
the result? 

• What are the things you need answers to prayer for?  
Do you pray for it?

• What do we learn about God from these stories?

Lesson Three:  Confrontation on Mount Carmel 
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Elijah Flees Jezebel
19 Ahab told Jezebel all that 
Elijah had done, and how he 
had killed all the prophets with 
the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a 
messenger to Elijah, saying,“So 
may the gods do to me and more 
also, if I do not make your life 
as the life of one of them by this 
time tomorrow.” 3 Then he was 
afraid, and he arose and ran for 
his life and came to Beersheba, 
which belongs to Judah, and left 
his servant there.
4 But he himself went a day’s 
journey into the wilderness 
and came and sat down under 
a broom tree. And he asked 
that he might die, saying, “It is 
enough; now, O Lord, take away 
my life, for I am no better than 
my fathers.” 5 And he lay down 
and slept under a broom tree. 
And behold, an angel touched 
him and said to him, “Arise 
and eat.” 6 And he looked, and 
behold, there was at his head a 
cake baked on hot stones and 
a jar of water. And he ate and 
drank and lay down again. 7 And 
the angel of the Lord came again 
a second time and touched him 
and said, “Arise and eat, for the 

journey is too great for you.” 8 
And he arose and ate and drank, 
and went in the strength of that 
food forty days and forty nights 
to Horeb, the mount of God.

The Lord Speaks to Elijah
9 There he came to a cave and 
lodged in it. And behold, the 
word of the Lord came to him, 
and he said to him, “What are 
you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He 
said, “I have been very jealous 
for the Lord, the God of hosts. 
For the people of Israel have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword, and 
I, even I only, am left, and they 
seek my life, to take it away.” 11 
And he said, “Go out and stand 
on the mount before the Lord.” 
And behold, the Lord passed 
by, and a great and strong wind 
tore the mountains and broke 
in pieces the rocks before the 
Lord, but the Lord was not in 
the wind. And after the wind 
an earthquake, but the Lord 
was not in the earthquake. 12 
And after the earthquake a fire, 
but the Lord was not in the fire. 
And after the fire the sound of 

Lesson Four:  
Depression

1 Kings 19:1-21

1.  Biblical text 
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a low whisper. 13 And when 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 
face in his cloak and went out 
and stood at the entrance of the 
cave. And behold, fthere came 
a voice to him and said, “What 
are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14 He said,“I have been very 
jealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts. For the people of Israel 
have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the 
sword, and I, even I only, am left, 
and they seek my life, to take it 
away.” 15 And the Lord said to 
him, “Go, return on your way 
to the wilderness of Damascus. 
And when you arrive, you shall 
anoint Hazael to be king over 
Syria. 16 And Jehu the son of 
Nimshi you shall anoint to be 
king over Israel, and Elisha the 
son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah 
you shall anoint to be prophet 
in your place. 17 And the one 
who escapes from the sword of 
Hazael shall Jehu put to death, 
and the one who escapes from 

the sword of Jehu shall Elisha 
put to death. 18Yet I will leave 
seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees that have not bowed to 
Baal, and every mouth that has 
not kissed him.”

The Call of Elisha
19 So he departed from there 
and found Elisha the son of 
Shaphat, who was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen in front 
of him, and he was with the 
twelfth. Elijah passed by him and 
cast his cloak upon him. 20 And 
he left the oxen and ran after 
Elijah and said,“Let me kiss my 
father and my mother, and then 
I will follow you.” And he said to 
him, “Go back again, for what 
have I done to you?”  
21 And he returned from 
following him and took the yoke 
of oxen and sacrificed them and 
boiled their flesh with the yokes 
of the oxen and gave it to the 
people, and they ate. Then he 
arose and went after Elijah and 
assisted him.

2.  Meaning of the story  

2.1 Unbelief in spite of miracles (1 Kings 19:1,2)
Immediately after God sent fire from heaven and after the priests 
of Baal were killed, King Ahab gave a precise description to Queen 
Jezebel of everything that had happened. Jezebel’s attitude and 
her belief in ‘her’  Melkart were not changed by her husband’s 
testimony. The amazing miracle had no impact. 

Queen Jezebel sent a message to Elijah, warning him that she would kill 
him within 24 hours. In her anger Jezebel called upon the Baals to kill 
her if she did not take revenge on Elijah for having slain their priests.
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QUESTIONS: 
• Why would Queen Jezebel not have drawn the only 

correct conclusion from the miracles, and repented to 
serve God?

• Do miracles strengthen your own faith?

2.2 Depression in spite of providence (1 Kings 
19:3-10)
No wonder Elijah ran for his life! The source of all trouble in Israel 
was still unrepentant and wanted to kill him. King Ahab was either 
unwilling or unable to restrain his wife.

Elijah went to Beersheba, in 
the southern desert of Judah, 
beyond Jezebel’s grasp. He 
continued deeper into the 
desert, and prayed under a 
broom tree [Picture 1] 
that God would allow him 
to die. That is a strange 
prayer for someone who just 
experienced a great miracle 
and who was helped by God 
to escape from a murderess.  
After this prayer Elijah slept 
a bit. 

Elijah did nor react rationally; he was probably depressed. Even 
God’s provision of food through an angel did not lift up his spirit. 
He proceeded to Mount Sinai, ready to die in that holy place. There 
is no indication that God told Elijah to go to Sinai. The question in 
verse 9b implies that God did not want Elijah to be there. There was 
probably symbolic meaning in Elijah’s decision to go to Mount Sinai.  
That was the place where God’s covenant with Israel began, and it 
was where he thought it would end. [Picture 2]

QUESTIONS: 
• Why was Elijah depressed? (1 Kings 19:4, 10)

• Do you have times of depression? (See Matthew 11:28-29, 
2 Corinthians 2:12-13, 7:5-7)

  

[Picture 1, broom tree]
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2.3 Threefold comfort (1 Kings 19:11-21)
God lifted Elijah’s spirit 
up, by revealing Himself. 
Elijah did not meet God in 
the mighty wind, neither 
in the earthquake, nor in 
the fire. Many explanations 
have been given for these 
powers of nature. We 
should not try to read more 
into it than “God speaks 
not in outward symbols, 
but through His presence 
in His living Word”, as one commentator says. Elijah recognized 
Gods presence in His speech. The Word of God is Elijah’s consolation, 
especially His word of the covenant with Israel. It is doubtful that 
Elijah understood this, however. Elijah gave exactly the same 
negative answer to God as he did before God’s Self-revelation.

In order to get Elijah out of his state of mind, God not only gave 
him his Word, but he also gave him work to do. He was sent into the 
world with a mission. Elijah looks like a ‘second Moses’. (See verses 
8,10,11,13,15-16). The first Moses gave Gods covenant to the people, 
the second Moses calls the people back to this covenant.

In the first place, God forced Elijah to face his problems rather than 
run away from them. Elijah would go back exactly the same way he 
had come.

Then Elijah was to anoint some people as kings over Aram and Israel. 
The word ‘anoint’ seems to mean ‘designate as divinely appointed’. 
The actual anointing happened much later, (See 2 Kings 8:7-15 and 
9:1-16) In this way Elijah became involved in Gods plans with the 
world and His people.

God even gave Elijah insight into His future work of cleansing the 
nation of Israel from sinners. Jezebel and her followers were to 
perish by the sword of Jehu. The last victory would be for those 
faithful to God.

God does not cancel his covenant promises, but specifies them. Even 
if not the whole nation obeys, His plans continue through the chosen 
few, eventually through the Chosen One. (See Romans 11:4)

[Picture 2, Mount Sinai]
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QUESTIONS:
• How do you think the promise of a small remnant of a 

few thousand, could be a comfort to Elijah? (See 1 Kings 
19:10,14)

• Share an experience of how God helped you cope with 
depression by His Word or by giving you something to do.

Besides pointing Elijah to His Word and giving him a job to do, God 
also conformed Elijah with a partner in ministry. Elisha was part of 
God’s answer to Elijah’s complaint that he was all alone.

Elisha must have come from a very wealthy family, as he had 12 pairs 
of oxen. Initially Elijah refused to let Elisha follow him, even though 
he knew God wanted him to anoint Elisha to be a prophet. Only 
after Elisha broke completely with his past, Elijah allowed him to 
become his attendant.

QUESTIONS: 
• In what sense do we have, like Elijah, to make  

a ‘clean cut’ in order to serve God? (See Acts 2:37-41, 1 
Thessalonians 1:8-10)

• Do you have people around you who can help you cope 
with being down or depressed when that occurs to you? 
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Lesson Five:  
War on the Saints

1 Kings 20:1-43, 22:1-40 

1.  Biblical text
Ahab′s Wars with Syria
20 Ben-hadad the king of Syria 
gathered all his army together. 
Thirty-two kings were with him, 
and horses and chariots. And 
he went up and closed in on 
Samaria and fought against it. 
2 And he sent messengers into 
the city to Ahab king of Israel 
and said to him, “Thus says Ben-
hadad: 3 ‘Your silver and your 
gold are mine; your best wives 
and children also are mine.’”  
4 And the king of Israel 
answered, “As you say, my 
lord, O king, I am yours, and all 
that I have.” 5 The messengers 
came again and said, “Thus 
says Ben-hadad: ‘I sent to you, 
saying, “Deliver to me your silver 
and your gold, your wives and 
your children.” 6 Nevertheless 
I will send my servants to you 
tomorrow about this time, and 
they shall search your house and 
the houses of your servants and 
lay hands on whatever pleases 
you and take it away.’” 7 Then 
the king of Israel called all the 
elders of the land and said, 
“Mark, now, and see how this 
man is seeking trouble, for he 
sent to me for my wives and my 
children, and for my silver and 

my gold, and I did not refuse 
him.” 8 And all the elders and all 
the people said to him, “Do not 
listen or consent.” 9 So he said 
to the messengers of Ben-hadad, 
“Tell my lord the king, ‘All that 
you first demanded of your 
servant I will do, but this thing I 
cannot do.’” And the messengers 
departed and brought him 
word again. 10 Ben-hadad sent 
to him and said, “The gods do 
so to me and more also, if the 
dust of Samaria shall suffice for 
handfuls for all the people who 
follow me.” 11 And the king of 
Israel answered, “Tell him, ‘Let 
not him who straps on his armor 
boast himself as he who takes it 
off.’” 12 When Ben-hadad heard 
this message as he was drinking 
with the kings in the booths, 
he said to his men, “Take your 
positions.” And they took their 
positions against the city.

Ahab Defeats Ben-hadad
13 And behold, a prophet came 
near to Ahab king of Israel 
and said, “Thus says the Lord, 
Have you seen all this great 
multitude? Behold, I will give it 
into your hand this day, and you 
shall know that I am the Lord.” 
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14 And Ahab said, “By whom?” 
He said, “Thus says the Lord, By 
the servants of the governors 
of the districts.” Then he said, 
“Who shall begin the battle?” 
He answered, “You.” 15 Then 
he mustered the servants of the 
governors of the districts, and 
they were 232. And after them 
he mustered all the people of 
Israel, seven thousand.
16 And they went out at noon, 
while Ben-hadad was drinking 
himself drunk in the booths, he 
and the thirty-two kings who 
helped him. 17 The servants of 
the governors of the districts 
went out first. And Ben-hadad 
sent out scouts, and they 
reported to him, “Men are 
coming out from Samaria.”  
18 He said, “If they have come 
out for peace, take them alive. 
Or if they have come out for war, 
take them alive.”
19 So these went out of the city, 
the servants of the governors 
of the districts and the army 
that followed them. 20 And 
each struck down his man. The 
Syrians fled, and Israel pursued 
them, but Ben-hadad king of 
Syria escaped on a horse with 
horsemen. 21 And the king of 
Israel went out and struck the 
horses and chariots, and struck 
the Syrians with a great blow.
22 Then the prophet came near 
to the king of Israel and said to 
him, “Come, strengthen yourself, 
and consider well what you have 
to do, for in the spring the king 

of Syria will come up against 
you.”
23 And the servants of the king 
of Syria said to him, “Their 
gods are gods of the hills, and 
so they were stronger than we. 
But let us fight against them in 
the plain, and surely we shall be 
stronger than they. 24 And do 
this: remove the kings, each from 
his post, and put commanders in 
their places, 25 and muster an 
army like the army that you have 
lost, horse for horse, and chariot 
for chariot. Then we will fight 
against them in the plain, and 
surely we shall be stronger than 
they.” And he listened to their 
voice and did so.

Ahab Defeats Ben-hadad 
Again
26 In the spring, Ben-hadad 
mustered the Syrians and went 
up to Aphek to fight against 
Israel. 27 And the people of 
Israel were mustered and were 
provisioned and went against 
them. The people of Israel 
encamped before them like two 
little flocks of goats, but the 
Syrians filled the country. 28 
And a man of God came near 
and said to the king of Israel, 
“Thus says the Lord, ‘Because the 
Syrians have said, “The Lord is a 
god of the hills but he is not a 
god of the valleys,” therefore I 
will give all this great multitude 
into your hand, and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.’” 29 
And they encamped opposite 
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one another seven days. Then 
on the seventh day the battle 
was joined. And the people of 
Israel struck down of the Syrians 
100,000 foot soldiers in one day. 
30 And the rest fled into the city 
of Aphek, and the wall fell upon 
27,000 men who were left.
Ben-hadad also fled and entered 
an inner chamber in the city. 
31 And his servants said to him, 
“Behold now, we have heard 
that the kings of the house of 
Israel are merciful kings. Let us 
put sackcloth around our waists 
and ropes on our heads and go 
out to the king of Israel. Perhaps 
he will spare your life.” 32 So 
they tied sackcloth around their 
waists and put ropes on their 
heads and went to the king of 
Israel and said, “Your servant 
Ben-hadad says, ‘Please, let me 
live.’” And he said, “Does he still 
live? He is my brother.” 33 Now 
the men were watching for a 
sign, and they quickly took it up 
from him and said, “Yes, your 
brother Ben-hadad.” Then he 
said, “Go and bring him.” Then 
Ben-hadad came out to him, 
and he caused him to come up 
into the chariot. 34 And Ben-
hadad said to him, “The cities 
that my father took from your 
father I will restore, and you may 
establish bazaars for yourself in 
Damascus, as my father did in 
Samaria.” And Ahab said, “I will 
let you go on these terms.” So he 
made a covenant with him and 
let him go.

A Prophet Condemns Ben-
hadad′s Release
35 And a certain man of the sons 
of the prophets said to his fellow 
at the command of the Lord, 
“Strike me, please.” But the man 
refused to strike him. 36 Then 
he said to him, “Because you 
have not obeyed the voice of 
the Lord, behold, as soon as you 
have gone from me, a lion shall 
strike you down.” And as soon as 
he had departed from him, a lion 
met him and struck him down. 
37 Then he found another man 
and said, “Strike me, please.” 
And the man struck him—struck 
him and wounded him. 38 So the 
prophet departed and waited for 
the king by the way, disguising 
himself with a bandage over his 
eyes. 39 And as the king passed, 
he cried to the king and said, 
“Your servant went out into the 
midst of the battle, and behold, 
a soldier turned and brought 
a man to me and said, ‘Guard 
this man; if by any means he is 
missing, your life shall be for his 
life, or else you shall pay a talent 
of silver.’ 40 And as your servant 
was busy here and there, he was 
gone.” The king of Israel said to 
him, “So shall your judgment be; 
you yourself have decided it.” 
41 Then he hurried to take the 
bandage away from his eyes, and 
the king of Israel recognized him 
as one of the prophets. 42 And 
he said to him, “Thus says the 
Lord, ‘Because you have let go 
out of your hand the man whom 
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I had devoted to destruction, 
therefore your life shall be for 
his life, and your people for his 
people.’” 43 And the king of 
Israel went to his house vexed 
and sullen and came to Samaria.

Ahab and the False 
Prophets
22 For three years Syria and 
Israel continued without 
war. 2 But in the third year 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
came down to the king of Israel. 
3 And the king of Israel said to 
his servants, “Do you know that 
Ramoth-gilead belongs to us, 
and we keep quiet and do not 
take it out of the hand of the 
king of Syria?” 4 And he said to 
Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with 
me to battle at Ramoth-gilead?” 
And Jehoshaphat said to the 
king of Israel, “I am as you are, 
my people as your people, my 
horses as your horses.”
5 And Jehoshaphat said to the 
king of Israel, “Inquire first for 
the word of the Lord.” 6 Then 
the king of Israel gathered 
the prophets together, about 
four hundred men, and said 
to them, “Shall I go to battle 
against Ramoth-gilead, or shall 
I refrain?” And they said, “Go 
up, for the Lord will give it into 
the hand of the king.” 7 But 
Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not 
here another prophet of the 
Lord of whom we may inquire?” 
8 And the king of Israel said 
to Jehoshaphat, “There is yet 

one man by whom we may 
inquire of the Lord, Micaiah the 
son of Imlah, but I hate him, 
for he never prophesies good 
concerning me, but evil.” And 
Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the 
king say so.” 9 Then the king of 
Israel summoned an officer and 
said, “Bring quickly Micaiah the 
son of Imlah.” 10 Now the king 
of Israel and Jehoshaphat the 
king of Judah were sitting on 
their thrones, arrayed in their 
robes, at the threshing floor 
at the entrance of the gate of 
Samaria, and all the prophets 
were prophesying before them. 
11 And Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah made for himself 
horns of iron and said, “Thus 
says the Lord, ‘With these you 
shall push the Syrians until they 
are destroyed.’” 12 And all the 
prophets prophesied so and said, 
“Go up to Ramoth-gilead and 
triumph; the Lord will give it into 
the hand of the king.”

Micaiah Prophesies Against 
Ahab
13 And the messenger who 
went to summon Micaiah said to 
him, “Behold, the words of the 
prophets with one accord are 
favorable to the king. Let your 
word be like the word of one 
of them, and speak favorably.” 
14 But Micaiah said, “As the 
Lord lives, what the Lord says to 
me, that I will speak.” 15 And 
when he had come to the king, 
the king said to him, “Micaiah, 
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shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to 
battle, or shall we refrain?” And 
he answered him, “Go up and 
triumph; the Lord will give it into 
the hand of the king.” 16 But 
the king said to him, “How many 
times shall I make you swear 
that you speak to me nothing 
but the truth in the name of 
the Lord?” 17 And he said, “I 
saw all Israel scattered on the 
mountains, as sheep that have 
no shepherd. And the Lord said, 
‘These have no master; let each 
return to his home in peace.’” 
18 And the king of Israel said 
to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell 
you that he would not prophesy 
good concerning me, but evil?” 
19 And Micaiah said, “Therefore 
hear the word of the Lord: I saw 
the Lord sitting on his throne, 
and all the host of heaven 
standing beside him on his right 
hand and on his left; 20 and 
the Lord said, ‘Who will entice 
Ahab, that he may go up and 
fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one 
said one thing, and another said 
another. 21 Then a spirit came 
forward and stood before the 
Lord, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ 
22 And the Lord said to him, ‘By 
what means?’ And he said, ‘I will 
go out, and will be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets.’ 
And he said, ‘You are to entice 
him, and you shall succeed; go 
out and do so.’ 23 Now therefore 
behold, the Lord has put a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all these 
your prophets; the Lord has 

declared disaster for you.”
24 Then Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah came near and struck 
Micaiah on the cheek and said, 
“How did the Spirit of the Lord 
go from me to speak to you?” 
25 And Micaiah said, “Behold, 
you shall see on that day when 
you go into an inner chamber to 
hide yourself.” 26 And the king 
of Israel said, “Seize Micaiah, 
and take him back to Amon the 
governor of the city and to Joash 
the king′s son, 27 and say, ‘Thus 
says the king, “Put this fellow 
in prison and feed him meager 
rations of bread and water, 
until I come in peace.”’” 28 And 
Micaiah said, “If you return in 
peace, the Lord has not spoken 
by me.” And he said, “Hear, all 
you peoples!”

Ahab Killed in Battle
29 So the king of Israel and 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
went up to Ramoth-gilead. 30 
And the king of Israel said to 
Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise 
myself and go into battle, but 
you wear your robes.” And 
the king of Israel disguised 
himself and went into battle. 
31 Now the king of Syria had 
commanded the thirty-two 
captains of his chariots, “Fight 
with neither small nor great, but 
only with the king of Israel.”  
32 And when the captains of 
the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, 
they said, “It is surely the king of 
Israel.” So they turned to fight 
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against him. And Jehoshaphat 
cried out. 33 And when the 
captains of the chariots saw that 
it was not the king of Israel, 
they turned back from pursuing 
him. 34 But a certain man drew 
his bow at random and struck 
the king of Israel between the 
scale armor and the breastplate. 
Therefore he said to the driver 
of his chariot, “Turn around and 
carry me out of the battle, for I 
am wounded.” 35 And the battle 
continued that day, and the king 
was propped up in his chariot 
facing the Syrians, until at 
evening he died. And the blood 
of the wound flowed into the 
bottom of the chariot. 36 And 
about sunset a cry went through 

the army, “Every man to his city, 
and every man to his country!”
37 So the king died, and was 
brought to Samaria. And they 
buried the king in Samaria.  
38 And they washed the chariot 
by the pool of Samaria, and the 
dogs licked up his blood, and the 
prostitutes washed themselves 
in it, according to the word of 
the Lord that he had spoken. 
39 Now the rest of the acts of 
Ahab and all that he did, and the 
ivory house that he built and all 
the cities that he built, are they 
not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 
40 So Ahab slept with his fathers, 
and Ahaziah his son reigned in 
his place.

2.  Meaning of the story  

2.1 Fighting God’s battle (1 Kings 20:1-22)
King Ahab was facing an invasion from his strong northern 
neighbour, Aram. This attack by Ben-hadad II [Picture 1] occurred in 
857 BC. Probably Ben-hadad II wanted to strengthen his southern 
flank, as Assyria, his northern neighbour, was growing ever stronger. 
Ahab’s treaties with Judah and Phoenicia now proved to be justified. 
They were probably meant to offset the threat from Aram.

Ben-hadad II demanded gold, silver, women, children, and King 
Ahab gave in. Then Ben-hadad came with more humiliating 
demands, and now King Ahab drew his line in the sand. He decided 
to fight.

King Ahab took his stand; a prophet came to him, and promised 
him victory. The prophet even commanded King Ahab to take the 
initiative and attack. Ahab followed these instructions carefully, and 
was duly rewarded. The Israelites won a great victory. The prophet, 
however, warned them not to indulge themselves because ‘the King 
of Aram will attack you again’.
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QUESTIONS: 
• What sort of lessons can we learn from the war stories in 

the Old Testament? (See 1 Corinthians 10:1-11)

• Where is our battleground? (See Ephesians 6:10-20)

• Who are the ‘prophets’ in your life? Who or what do you 
allow to speak into your life? (See Hebrews 4:11-13)

2.2 Compromise (1 Kings 20:22-43)
Again King Ben-hadad II 
ordered attack, just as the 
prophet had predicted. 
Again Ahab’s army won a 
great victory because he 
listened to the prophet’s 
advice.

Ahab thought it would be 
wise to strike a profitable 
deal with the defeated 
Ben-hadad, rather than kill 
the Aramaeans as God had 
commanded. He negotiated 
the return of Israel’s 
previously confiscated land, 
and arranged permission for 
Israelite traders to open their 
own market in Damascus.

King Ben-hadad’s officials 
spoke with gratitude about 
Ahab’s great mercy. What 
these heathens perceived as 
mercy, was seen by God as 
disobedience.

QUESTIONS: 
• When is a compromise in Christian life wise?  

(See 1 Corinthians 5:1-13)

• Compare how today people sometimes look at Christian 
mercy while God may not be pleased?

[Picture 1, Ben-hadad I]
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2.3 Discerning the spirits (1 Kings 22:1-40)
King Ahab must have been feeling powerful, as he decided to break 
his treaty with Ben-hadad II and re-conquer Ramoth-Gilead. His 
good ties with Judah were helpful; King Jehoshaphat was willing to 
cooperate.

The king of Judah wanted to know the will of God first, and asked 
for the prophets. He had some doubts about the honesty of the 
400 prophets whom Ahab produced, so he requested for a ‘second 
opinion’.

Unwillingly, King Ahab introduced the prophet Micaiah. However, 
the kings of Israel and Judah did not heed Micah’s advice to keep the 
peace. The combined armies of Israel and Judah engaged Aram in 
war. King Ahab was killed by divine intervention, as some prophets 
had predicted.

QUESTIONS: 
• How can you discern whether something is the will of 

God when their are conflicting views and voices?  
(See Romans 12:2, 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5, 5:18, John 6:38-
40, Ephesians 5:17)

• King Ahab lost his life because he thought he understood 
the will of God. Why did he misunderstand?
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Lesson Six:  
Doing Business

1 Kings 21:1-28

1.  Biblical text 

Naboth′s Vineyard
21 Now Naboth the Jezreelite 
had a vineyard in Jezreel, beside 
the palace of Ahab king of 
Samaria. 2 And after this Ahab 
said to Naboth, “Give me your 
vineyard, that I may have it for 
a vegetable garden, because it 
is near my house, and I will give 
you a better vineyard for it; or, if 
it seems good to you, I will give 
you its value in money.” 3 But 
Naboth said to Ahab, “The Lord 
forbid that I should give you the 
inheritance of my fathers.”  
4 And Ahab went into his house 
vexed and sullen because of 
what Naboth the Jezreelite had 
said to him, for he had said, “I 
will not give you the inheritance 
of my fathers.” And he lay down 
on his bed and turned away his 
face and would eat no food.
5 But Jezebel his wife came to 
him and said to him, “Why is 
your spirit so vexed that you eat 
no food?” 6 And he said to her, 
“Because I spoke to Naboth the 
Jezreelite and said to him, ‘Give 
me your vineyard for money, 
or else, if it please you, I will 
give you another vineyard for 
it.’ And he answered, ‘I will not 

give you my vineyard.’” 7 And 
Jezebel his wife said to him, 
“Do you now govern Israel? 
Arise and eat bread and let your 
heart be cheerful; I will give 
you the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite.”
8 So she wrote letters in Ahab′s 
name and sealed them with his 
seal, and she sent the letters to 
the elders and the leaders who 
lived with Naboth in his city. 
9 And she wrote in the letters, 
“Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth 
at the head of the people.  
10 And set two worthless men 
opposite him, and let them bring 
a charge against him, saying, 
‘You have cursed God and the 
king.’ Then take him out and 
stone him to death.” 11 And 
the men of his city, the elders 
and the leaders who lived in 
his city, did as Jezebel had sent 
word to them. As it was written 
in the letters that she had sent 
to them, 12 they proclaimed a 
fast and set Naboth at the head 
of the people. 13 And the two 
worthless men came in and sat 
opposite him. And the worthless 
men brought a charge against 
Naboth in the presence of the 
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people, saying, “Naboth cursed 
God and the king.” So they 
took him outside the city and 
stoned him to death with stones. 
14 Then they sent to Jezebel, 
saying, “Naboth has been 
stoned; he is dead.”
15 As soon as Jezebel heard 
that Naboth had been stoned 
and was dead, Jezebel said to 
Ahab, “Arise, take possession 
of the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite, which he refused to 
give you for money, for Naboth
is not alive, but dead.” 16 And as 
soon as Ahab heard that Naboth 
was dead, Ahab arose to go down 
to the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite, to take possession of it.

The Lord Condemns Ehab
17 Then the word of the Lord 
came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, 18 “Arise, go down to 
meet Ahab king of Israel, who is 
in Samaria; behold, he is in the 
vineyard of Naboth, where he 
has gone to take possession.  
19 And you shall say to him, 
‘Thus says the Lord, “Have 
you killed and also taken 
possession?”’ And you shall say 
to him, ‘Thus says the Lord: “In 
the place where dogs licked up 
the blood of Naboth shall dogs 
lick your own blood.”’” 20 Ahab 
said to Elijah, “Have you found 
me, O my enemy?” He answered, 
“I have found you, because you 
have sold yourself to do what is 
evil in the sight of the Lord.  
21 Behold, I will bring disaster 

upon you. I will utterly burn 
you up, and will cut off from 
Ahab every male, bond or free, 
in Israel. 22 And I will make 
your house like the house of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and 
like the house of Baasha the son 
of Ahijah, for the anger to which 
you have provoked me, and 
because you have made Israel 
to sin. 23 And of Jezebel the 
Lord also said, ‘The dogs shall 
eat Jezebel within the walls of 
Jezreel.’ 24 Anyone belonging 
to Ahab who dies in the city the 
dogs shall eat, and anyone of his 
who dies in the open country the 
birds of the heavens shall eat.”

Ahab‘s Repentance
25 (There was none who sold 
himself to do what was evil in 
the sight of the Lord like Ahab, 
whom Jezebel his wife incited. 
26 He acted very abominably in 
going after idols, as the Amorites 
had done, whom the Lord cast 
out before the people of Israel.)
27 And when Ahab heard those 
words, he tore his clothes and 
put sackcloth on his flesh and 
fasted and lay in sackcloth and 
went about dejectedly. 28 And 
the word of the Lord came to 
Elijah the Tishbite, saying,  
29 “Have you seen how Ahab 
has humbled himself before me? 
Because he has humbled himself 
before me, I will not bring the 
disaster in his days; but in his 
son′s days I will bring the disaster 
upon his house.”
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2.  Meaning of the story  

2.1 Setting Goals (1 Kings 21:1-5)
King Ahab wanted to add the vineyard of Naboth to the lands of 
his palace, to use it for growing vegetables. Maybe the designers of 
the palace gardens had made him aware of the nice plot of land. So 
King Ahab asked Naboth to sell him the land for a good price. King 
Ahab asked Naboth to sell 
it, because the use of force 
was out of the question. He 
was constrained by the laws 
of Israel. (See for instance 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20) If he 
had acted against these laws, 
people would have spoken 
badly about him.

Naboth, being a pious man, 
did not want to sell the land 
of his forefathers. God had 
given all the land to the 
families of Israel “as a lease”, 
and therefore Naboth felt 
responsible for his own plot, 
in accordance with Israel’s 
faith. (See for instance 
Leviticus 25:23)

King Ahab realised he had to accept the decision of Naboth, but he 
was not pleased. Because he did not get what he wanted, he felt bad 
and behaved rather foolishly. “He lay on his bed sulking and refused 
to eat”. [Picture 1]

QUESTIONS: 
• Was it wrong with Ahab trying to buy the land of 

Naboth? 

• (How) do we set our goals in life? (See Proverbs 29:18, 2 
Corinthians 5:9)

•  What are our moral or other parameters? (See Luke 
10:27)
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2.2 If things don’t work out (1 Kings 21:6-16)
When King Ahab cried in his pillow, his Queen Jezebel asked him 
whether kings of Israel should act like that. Of course kings should 
not, and actually nobody should, whether king or beggar. Sulking 
in such grief over missed opportunities is not the way to react to 
disappointments.

The alternative of Jezebel, however, was worse. “I’ll get you the 
vineyard of Naboth” she promised. And sure enough, by very 
devious means, she got Ahab his vegetable garden. The cost of the 
garden was high. Naboth had to die for it.

Queen Jezebel forced some leaders of the city of Naboth to give 
false testimony against him. They said he cursed both God and 
the king. According to the law of Moses capital punishment was 
demanded. (See Leviticus 24:15-16) 

By arranging this ‘just punishment’ of Naboth, King Ahab could take 
his land without being criticized by his people. The punishment of 
Naboth was done strictly in accordance with regulations. (See also 
Numbers 35:30, Deuteronomy 17:6, 19:15, Exodus 20:16, 23:7) Except, 
the accusations were false.

Naboth was stoned in his own field and his sons with him, so as not 
to leave any inheritors who could claim the land in a Year of Jubilee 
or at any other time. (See 2 Kings 9:21, 26)

QUESTIONS: 
• How do you react when your plans do not work out? 

Sulking? Manipulating? Accept? 

• When do you accept that one of your goals was wrong 
altogether? 

2.3 The wrath of God (1 Kings 21:17-28)
Elijah is sent to King Ahab to announce the judgement of God on 
what Ahab and Jezebel had done. [Picture 2] The secret had come 
out. And the punishment for Ahab was merciless. King Ahab is to die 
in the place where Naboth died. Also all posterity of Ahab will die, 
so his family will be cut of from Israel’s future.The gruesome details 
of the death of Ahab and his family are punishment for him having 
killed Naboth.
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Never did Elijah or any other prophet come with hard words like 
these to condemn king Ahab, so he must have been shocked. ‘For 
one man only’?

But King Ahab took the predictions of Elijah seriously, and repented. 
“He went around meekly.” This again brought grace of God, for the 
Lord decided to postpone the punishment to the generation after 
Ahab. Ahab’s son Joram suffered a dreadful death, and his body was 
thrown in the field of Naboth. (2 Kings 9:25-26) King Ahab was killed
in battle, and dogs licked the blood from his chariot. (1 Kings 22:29-38)

QUESTIONS: 
• Why was God’s wrath upon King Ahab greater this time 

than at any time before?

• What does this teach us in respect to how we try to attain 
our goals and fulfil our plans?

• What does this teach us personally about our behavior to 
people we have power over?

• What do we learn about God from this story?

[Picture 2, Elijah confronts Ahab]
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Lesson Seven:  
Elijah’s End

2 Kings 1:1-2:14

1.  Biblical text 

Elijah Denounces Ahaziah
1 After the death of Ahab, Moab 
rebelled against Israel.
2 Now Ahaziah fell through the 
lattice in his upper chamber in 
Samaria, and lay sick; so he sent 
messengers, telling them, “Go, 
inquire of Baal-zebub, the god 
of Ekron, whether I shall recover 
from this sickness.” 3 But the 
angel of the Lord said to Elijah 
the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to 
meet the messengers of the king 
of Samaria, and say to them, ‘Is it 
because there is no God in Israel 
that you are going to inquire of 
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 
4 Now therefore thus says the 
Lord, You shall not come down 
from the bed to which you have 
gone up, but you shall surely 
die.’” So Elijah went.
5 The messengers returned to 
the king, and he said to them, 
“Why have you returned?” 6 
And they said to him, “There 
came a man to meet us, and 
said to us, ‘Go back to the king 
who sent you, and say to him, 
Thus says the Lord, Is it because 
there is no God in Israel that 
you are sending to inquire of 
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 

Therefore you shall not come 
down from the bed to which 
you have gone up, but you shall 
surely die.’” 7 He said to them, 
“What kind of man was he who 
came to meet you and told you 
these things?” 8 They answered 
him, “He wore a garment of hair, 
with a belt of leather about his 
waist.” And he said, “It is Elijah 
the Tishbite.”
9 Then the king sent to him a 
captain of fifty men with his 
fifty. He went up to Elijah, who 
was sitting on the top of a hill, 
and said to him, “O man of God, 
the king says, ‘Come down.’” 
10 But Elijah answered the 
captain of fifty, “If I am a man 
of God, let fire come down from 
heaven and consume you and 
your fifty.” Then fire came down 
from heaven and consumed him 
and his fifty. 11 Again the king 
sent to him another captain of 
fifty men with his fifty. And he 
answered and said to him, “O 
man of God, this is the king′s 
order, ‘Come down quickly!’” 12 
But Elijah answered them, “If I 
am a man of God, let fire come 
down from heaven and consume 
you and your fifty.” Then the fire 
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of God came down from heaven 
and consumed him and his fifty.
13 Again the king sent the 
captain of a third fifty with his 
fifty. And the third captain of 
fifty went up and came and fell 
on his knees before Elijah and 
entreated him, “O man of God, 
please let my life, and the life 
of these fifty servants of yours, 
be precious in your sight. 14 
Behold, fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the two 
former captains of fifty men with 
their fifties, but now let my life 
be precious in your sight.” 15 
Then the angel of the Lord said 
to Elijah, “Go down with him; 
do not be afraid of him.” So he 
arose and went down with him 
to the king 16 and said to him, 
“Thus says the Lord, ‘Because 
you have sent messengers to 
inquire of Baal-zebub, the god 
of Ekron—is it because there is 
no God in Israel to inquire of 
his word?—therefore you shall 
not come down from the bed 
to which you have gone up, but 
you shall surely die.’”
17 So he died according to the 
word of the Lord that Elijah had 
spoken. Jehoram became king 
in his place in the second year of 
Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, 
king of Judah, because Ahaziah 
had no son. 18 Now the rest of 
the acts of Ahaziah that he did, 
are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel?

Elijah Taken to Heaven
2 Now when the Lord was about 
to take Elijah up to heaven by 
a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. 2 
And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please 
stay here, for the Lord has sent 
me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha 
said, “As the Lord lives, and as 
you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 And the sons of the 
prophets who were in Bethel 
came out to Elisha and said to 
him, “Do you know that today 
the Lord will take away your 
master from over you?” And he 
said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, 
please stay here, for the Lord 
has sent me to Jericho.” But he 
said, “As the Lord lives, and as 
you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they came to Jericho. 
5 The sons of the prophets who 
were at Jericho drew near to 
Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the Lord will 
take away your master from over 
you?” And he answered, “Yes, I 
know it; keep quiet.”
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please 
stay here, for the Lord has sent 
me to the Jordan.” But he said, 
“As the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So the two of them went 
on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the 
prophets also went and stood 
at some distance from them, as 
they both were standing by the 
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Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his 
cloak and rolled it up and struck 
the water, and the water was 
parted to the one side and to the 
other, till the two of them could 
go over on dry ground.
9 When they had crossed, Elijah 
said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall 
do for you, before I am taken 
from you.” And Elisha said, 
“Please let there be a double 
portion of your spirit on me.”  
10 And he said, “You have asked 
a hard thing; yet, if you see me 
as I am being taken from you, it 
shall be so for you, but if you do 
not see me, it shall not be so.” 
11 And as they still went on and 
talked, behold, chariots of fire 
and horses of fire separated the 

two of them. And Elijah went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
12 And Elisha saw it and he 
cried, “My father, my father! 
The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” And he saw him no 
more. Then he took hold of his 
own clothes and tore them in 
two pieces. 13 And he took up 
the cloak of Elijah that had fallen 
from him and went back and 
stood on the bank of the Jordan. 
14 Then he took the cloak of 
Elijah that had fallen from him 
and struck the water, saying, 
“Where is the Lord, the God of 
Elijah?” And when he had struck 
the water, the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, 
and Elisha went over.

2.  Meaning of the story  

2.1 Wrath on the family 
of Ahab (2 Kings 1:1-8)
After Ahab died in the manner 
predicted by the prophets, his son 
Ahaziah became king. Instead of 
turning to God, he continued in the 
wicked ways of his parents. (1 Kings 
22:51-53)

As soon as Ahaziah became king, 
Moab rebelled against Israel’s rule. 
Ahaziah was not able to force 
Moab to submit again, because he 
had been weakened by an injury 
after falling through the lattice 
(mashrabiyya) from the first floor of 
his palace. It probably did not occur 
to Ahaziah to ask the God of Israel 
for forgiveness and healing.  
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He actually send messengers to the god Baal-zebub (Lord of the 
Flies) in the city of Ekron.  This was the most northern city of 
Philistea (Gaza). [Picture 1] The son of Jezebel did not consult the 
gods of Tyrus, where his mother came from. He served his own Baal.

Elijah intercepted the messengers and announced to the king that 
he would die because he did not serve the God of Israel. As far as the 
prophet was concerned, the wickedness of King Ahab’s family had 
reached such an extent that God’s full wrath was to be poured out 
upon them.

QUESTION: 
• What does is mean that God is a jealous God?  

(See Exodus  34:14)

• When or why does God stop being merciful?  
(See Romans 9:15,18, Revelation 2:4-5, 19:1-3)

2.2 Being instrumental in judgement (2 Kings 1:9-18)
King Ahaziah wanted to speak with Elijah but his intentions were 
probably not pure, as he sent his army to escort Elijah to the palace. 
Elijah was suspicious and from his hide-out he threw fire on two 
groups of soldiers. “You say that I am a man of God? I’ll show you 
that I am!” Elijah said, killing 102 men. When a third group of 
soldiers arrived, an Angel of God told Elijah not to fear King Ahaziah 
and to follow the soldiers.

Maybe the death of the two groups of soldiers made king Ahaziah 
wise enough to realise that he must listen to Elijah, even if initially 
he had a different worldview and different plans. Elijah announced 
once again that King Ahaziah would die of the disease that struck 
him after he fell from the window. The king did not ask for mercy.

QUESTIONS: 
• Imagine that King Ahaziah had asked for mercy,  

what might have happened?

• Does God use Christians to ′administer punishment′.   
(See 2 Corinthians 2:14-17, 1 Corinthians 5:11-13, 11:27-34, 
Galatians 1:9, Revelation 6:9-11)
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2.3 End of Elijah’s ministry (2 Kings 2:1-14)
We do not know how the prophets were aware, but they sensed 
that something was about to happen to Elijah. Elisha, his trainee, 
refused to leave him, and was told by prophets in Bethel and Jericho 
that Elijah’s departure time had come. Notice that Elijah made the 
reverse route of Joshua when he entered the promised land. Does 
this symbalise a leaving of God as well? 

At the Jordan River Elijah performed his last miracle. His final act, 
splitting the river in two, showed that he was in the ‘in the league’ 
of Moses. [Picture 2]

Elisha begged for a 
double portion of Elijah’s 
spirit, just as the eldest 
son was eligible for a 
double portion of his 
father’s inheritance. 
He hoped to be able to 
follow in Elijah’s footsteps 
in serving God. Elijah did 
not finish his ministry 
without having disciples 
to follow in his course.  

Elisha begins his own ministry with a splash, namely with the same 
miracle of the parting of the waters that Elijah had done just before.  
All hope was not lost for Israel. 

QUESTIONS: 
• If God would finish your life or ministry today, what 

would you hope is lasting? 

• How would you feel if the effect of your work would 
completely collapse?

• What was Elijah’s life’s legacy?

• What do we learn about God from this story?
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