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In the hours before Jesus was arrested, his dis-
ciples were very scared.  It was important for 
Jesus to tell them, stop allowing your heart to 
be troubled.   Stop it.  

But they had good reasons for being worried.  
Murder was in the air, and they were at the 
heart of the storm.  

Their world was going to collapse in chaos 
around them.  At such a time there was only 
one thing to do--stubbornly to hold on to trust 
in God.  

The advise, or rather, the command Jesus 
gives his disciples is, have faith. Have faith. 
The Egyptian church father Cyril of Alexandria 
(378-444AD) commented 1600 years ago,  

‘While the disciples were suffering with the 
anxieties of fear, he commands them to 
cling to the immense power of faith. […] 
Faith is a weapon whose blade is stout and 
broad; it drives away all cowardice that 
may spring from the expectation of coming 
suffering and renders the darts of evildoers 
utterly void of effect.’ [Commentary on The 
Gospel of John 9] 

In difficult circumstances, faith is a strong 
weapon.  In the midst of storms, faith is the 
anchor that keeps our ship stable.   

But faith needs an object.  My faith may be 
weak, but if the object of my faith is strong, I 
can weather the storm.   

Jesus said: have faith. But what did Jesus want 
his followers to believe, so that they could 
cope with the hurricane that is called life? 

1. To the Father’s House 

The first thing Jesus underlines is the impor-
tance and the certainty of eternal life.  “In my 
Father’s house are many rooms […] and I go to 
prepare a place for you”.     

The KJV and some other translations speak of 
mansions, but that is overdoing it.  The mean-
ing of the word Jesus used, was rooms.  In the 
house of God, rooms await us.   

When Jesus spoke to his disciples, they were 
in Jerusalem.  When he spoke of the House of 
the Father it is very hard to envision that they 
did not think of the Temple that loomed large 
over the city.  In that House of God were many 
rooms.  

But Jesus ignored this Temple in Jerusalem, 
and spoke of the eternal home with God.  And 
he does not not envision heaven as a suburb 
where we all have our own mansion.  The im-
age is more a large familyhome. 

You can be assured, in the eternal House of 
our Father in heaven there is a room with your 
name already written on the door.  And this I 
find a great promise.  

Now this should make us bold when the going 
gets tough, should it not?  

Throughout the centuries the church has tried 
to imagine what heaven must look like.  Artists 
have tried to paint a serene state of blessings, 
with angels, crowns, harps.  We do not know 
much, and there is nothing against a vivid 
imagination that envisions our future.  

But much more important than what it will look 
like, is that we will be with our Father and with 
Jesus Christ.   

When Jesus says that he will prepare “a 
place”, he does not describe it.  Rather, he 
says: “I will take you to myself and where I am 
you may also be.” 

That is the hope we have.  To be with our Lord.  
Here is a great truth put in the simplest way; 
for the Christian, heaven is where Jesus is. We 
do not need to speculate on what heaven will 
be like. It is enough to know that we will be for 
ever with him. When we love someone with 
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our whole heart, we are really alive when we 
are with that person. 

And by the way, if heaven is where Jesus is, 
then even in the midst of our life today, we can 
experience something of heaven.  Because 
Jesus promised to be with us always  and 
everywhere. 

2.  Jesus is the Way 

How can we be sure that the eternal rooms, 
yes that our Father himself awaits us?  Because 
Jesus has gone there to prepare the place for 
us.  In Hebrews 6:20 we read that Jesus has 
gone into God’s eternal house as a forerunner 
on our behalf.  

He has died, he rose again, he ascended into 
heaven, as a forerunner.  To ensure that the 
way to God is wide open for you.   

This word forerunner was used in an interest-
ing way in the times of Jesus.  

In the Roman army the forrunners were the re-
connaissance troops. They went ahead of the 
main body of the army to blaze the trail and to 
ensure that it was safe for the rest of the troops 
to follow.  

In shipping the term was also used.  The har-
bour of Alexandria was very difficult to ap-
proach because of the shallow waters in front 
of the harbour.  When the great corn ships 
came into the harbour, a little pilot boat was 
sent out to guide them carefully through the 
deeper channelz so that they would not run 
aground but reach safe harbour. That pilot 
boat was called the forerunner. It went first to 
make it safe for others to follow.  

That is what Jesus did. He blazed the way to 
heaven and to God that we might follow in his 
steps.  How can we be assured of our eternal 
fate?  Jesus is the forerunner who ensures that 
we end up exactly where he will also went. 

“I am the way”, He said.  The Jews talked 
much about the way in which men must walk 
and the ways of God. God said to Moses: "You 
shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the 
left. You shall walk in all the ways which the 

L o r d y o u r G o d h a s c o m m a n d e d 
you.” (Deuteronomy 5:32-33)  

Moses said to the people: "I know that after 
my death you will surely act corruptly, and turn 
aside from the way which I have commanded 
you" (Deuteronomy 31:29). The Jews knew 
much about the way of God in which a man 
must walk. And Jesus said: "I am the Way.” 

What did Jesus mean with that?  If you would 
tell me how to drive my car to the other side of 
Arnhem, go left, second right, at the tarffic 
light right again, etc, I promise you, I will lose 
my way.  But if you get into the car with me to 
take me to the other side of town, then we 
surely arrive safely.   

This is what Jesus does for us. He does not 
only give advice and directions. He takes us by 
the hand and leads us; he gives us strength 
and he guides us personally every day, into 
God’s promised land. He does not tell us 
about the way; he is the Way. 

Here we have this enormous claim of the 
Christian faith, right from the mouth of Jesus.  
He is that Way, and no one comes to the Fa-
ther except through him.   Jesus claims to be 
the only way to come to God.  

That is certainly how his followers understood 
his words.  St Peter preached it in the days af-
ter pentecost: “This Jesus, […] there is salva-
tion in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved.” [Acts 4:12] 

Some people see this exclusivity of the Christ-
ian faith as a problem.  For me - it is a promise.  
Jesus tells us: I am the perfect forerunner.  I am 
the one to pilot you safely into the harbour of 
God’s eternal home.  

If this is true, and I believe it is, then what in 
the world is there to fear?  What is there to be 
afraid of?  He is with us. 

When we contemplate that Jesus takes us by 
the hand, to walk us into the house of our 
heavenly Father, to bring us to the rooms pre-
pared for us, then our hearts explode with joy.   
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3.  Jesus and the Father are one 

And if Jesus were just a good man, or even a 
fine prophet, we could still argue, well, who is 
he to make such promises.  But another reason 
why fear in life is not needed, is that Jesus is 
the Son of God. 

The one who guarantees our eternal security 
and the pilot who brings the ship of life into 
safe harbor, is God himself.  

When Jesus says, “believe in God, believe also 
in me”, he claims that we should trust him just 
as much as we trust in God.  He thereby places 
himself squarely on the level of the Father in 
heaven.  This is even more clear if we follow 
the sequence of the words as Jesus spoke 
them: “Believe in God; in me also believe.”   

And when Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life”, he underlines is divinity again.  In 
the first place because he called himself ‘I am” 
- which any Jew would immediately recognise 
as the name God gave himself.   

When Moses asked God for his name, he said: 
“I am who I am”.  Seven times in the Gospel of 
John, Jesus repeats that name.  “I am the 
Good Shepherd. I am the Door.  I am the 
Way.” 

But also, by calling himself the truth, ‘I am the 
truth”, Jesus claims divinity.  Truth is an at-
tribute of God; one of his good characteristics.  
And God is equal to his characteristics.  He is 
truth.   

Just as, for instance, we know that God does 
not only act with love, but he is love.  So he 
does not only act truthfully, but he is truth.   
And here, Jesus says, I am that. I am truth. 

And God is not only the creator of life, he is 
the essence of life. He lives in himself, without 
the need for anyone to sustain him.  When Je-
sus says, I am life, he tells his disciples, he tells 
us - that He is God himself.  

And again to underline his divinity, Jesus says: 
“I am in the Father and the Father is in me”.  
Try to think of this too long and it drives you 
mad - reason cannot penetrate this mysterie.  
The expressions “I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me” only makes sense if Father 
and Son are essentially the same.  They only 
exist in and through each other.   

And it is this Jesus who promises to takes us 
by the hand to lead us to our eternal home 
with God.  It is God himself who reaches out to 
you.  God who cares for you.  God who brings 
you home.  God who waits for you with open 
arms.  God who has a room with your name 
written over the door.  

Conclusion 

So let your heart not be troubled.  We have a 
tremendous promise by a tremenous Lord.  He 
gives us courage to live; courage even in the 
face of death.   

Jesus says with utter simplicity: "He who has 
seen me has seen the Father.”  Just look at 
me, Jesus says.  This is the heart of our faith.  
Jesus shows us God.  And Jesus leads us to 
God.  In his hands we are safe.  Encouraged.  
Brave.  Full of hope. 

+ In the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit
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