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Sermons 
Being People of Peace

Matthew 24.36-44 

Rev Dr Jos M. Strengholt

When my oldest daughter was expecting her first child, she was prepared to cope with 
many problems.  Feeling sick in the morning, a bulging belly, the discomfort of not 
knowing how to sit, walk or sleep comfortably.  But if we expect something great, we 
are prepared to put up with many problems.  We even gladly bear them.  Look at our 
kids, when their birthday, or santa, is near… The expectations of harvesting a host of 
presents makes them excited.  Hope for what is about to come, is a powerful motiva-
tor in our life.

Advent has begun, and we anticipate the coming of Jesus Christ.  Not only do we 
re-enact and re-live the expectation of the people of God 2000 years ago for the first 
coming of God to this world as a baby.  We also await his fantastic return to this 
world of ours to renew all things - including our lives.

1.  Light is coming

Paul, in his letter to the Romans, says that “the night is 
far gone, the day is near.” In the Gospel reading of this 
morning, we see how Jesus prepares his followers for 
his return.  That is what Paul alludes to, the return of 
our Lord himself.  We expect his rule; we expect him to 
bring peace. 
That has been the hope of God’s people all along.  One 
day:

He shall judge between the nations and arbitrate for many peoples and they shall beat 
their swords into plow shares and their spears into pruning hooks; nations shall not lift up 
sword against nation neither shall they learn war any more.

That is, in very earthly, human terms, what we hope for.  That God brings us peace.  
Jesus will not just bring us peace; he is our peace.  His presence creates perfect peace 
when He comes.  It is the beauty of the presence of God himself that will make all 
the difference.

Should we blame non-Christians for not waiting for our Lord? No of course - why 
would they.  If you do not know God - Father Son and Holy Spirit in his beauty, why 
eagerly wait for him? Jesus is warning his followers.  Us.  He warns those who should 
know better.  In a few words our Lord Jesus Christ sketches the insensitivity and 
carelessness of his own followers towards the things of God.
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It is so easy to ind it more important what we eat and drink, and how 
we dress.  We care more for finding the right husband or wife.  We wor-
ry about the things we see before our eyes.  But doing so, we can easily 
overlook the things that truly matter and that are much more impor-
tant.  Our eternal fate is so much more important than this temporary 
life.

I believe we all have a tendency to forget that our Lord is one day 
coming back to make this world a perfect place; and Jesus, being the 

good shepherd that he is, warned his closest friends, his disciples.  Do not forget.  Be 
awake.  Stay on the alert.  He knows we tend to focus on the one meter of the road 
ahead of us, more than on the light at the end.

2.  Living in the light of the future

If you walk on a dark road, it is tempting to look down, fearing every stone and pot-
hole.  But actually, by looking forward, by looking into the distance, we walk better 
and we do not lose track.  Look at the light that is coming - and as we do that, we ex-
perience light at the place where we are.  The source of light may still be far off - but 
the rays of the sun at dawn already reaches us.

We know, Jesus is coming one day - but he is already in our midst.  He is Immanuel, 
God with us.  The future is already braking into our present life.  Our Lord is here; 
He is here to care for us, to bless us, to guide us.

Because we know he will bring peace, we are able to experience his peace today to a 
certain extent.  The Prince of Peace is already in our midst.  And as He is in our midst 
today, all that he will bring us one day, is in a sense already 
with us.  We expect him to rule this earth; but today he 
already rules in the lives of those who are able to see his 
coming in the distance.

Isaiah describes that the perfect Kingdom will be com-
ing; from Jerusalem the Word of the Lord shall go out; 
the nations shall one day lay down their arms and serve 
the Lord.   And with that future in mind, Isaiah says, 
“O house of Jacob, come let us walk in the light of the 
LORD!” 

I believe the writers of the New Testament tried to show how this future is in a sense 
already with us.  Jesus and his apostles preached the Word of the Lord in the Temple, 
and the nations joined - from everywhere people came to follow our Lord and to walk 
in His light.  The apostle Paul follows the same line of arguing.  Because the night 
is far gone and the day is near, we must today lay aside the works related to darkness 
and we must already live by the light that is coming; He says, “put on the Lord Jesus 
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Christ”, as if He is a coat, and put off all things that are not in accordance with his 
will.

Because of what we expect him to do perfectly well and throughout the universe one 
day, we today anticipate all this by doing today what He will one day accomplish.  We 
listen to his Word; we are people of peace; peacemakers.  That is the central aspect of 
his coming; that should be the central aspect of our life today.

This world will one day be at peace with God and with itself.  So today we will live 
in peace with God and with all people, and we are active 
peacemakers in our families, among our friends, in church, 
in our jobs, in school, in this world.  Peacemaking does 
include that we speak of the Gospel.  The most basic peace 
is the restoration of man’s relationship with God.  Only that 
helps us to be truly as peace with ourselves and with others.

Peacemaking is not a lifestyle for softies.  It is a lifestyle of heroes.  Of people who 
are prepared to lay down their own lives for the sake of the wellbeing of others.  If we 
want to be a bridge between people and God, and a bridge between people, we will be 
hurting.  Bridges are trampled upon.  But it is worth it - as it is in line with the future 
of God.

3.  Stay awake

But it is so easy to become too relaxed.  Maybe because it is less painful.  It may tem-
porarily feel attractive to forget about God and his coming Kingdom, as we can then 
also forget about the claims, the laws, the Word of God, the expectations of the King.  
We must stay on the alert; Jesus explains to his disciples that this moment of his 
return will come totally unexpected.  Both for those who believe in him and for those 
who do not believe in him, his coming will be so unexpected.  We do not know when 
this will happen.  Yes, we see the dawn, but this is a 
vision we share with the church of all ages.  With all 
believers, we see the light at the horizon.

To know that He comes is no reason for calcula-
tions and for eschatological daydreams.  Too many 
people make their money writing nonsense about 
the future.  We do not know when or how our Lord 
will take action.  The knowledge that he comes is no 
reason for calculations but for a change of lifestyle.  
St Origen spoke some wise words about this issue.  
He said in his Commentary on Matthew [26]

All who listen to the depths of the Gospel and live it […] care very little about whether 
the end of the world will come suddenly and all at once or gradually and little by little.  
Instead, they bear in mind only that each individual's end or death will arrive on a day and 
hour unknown to him and that "upon each one of us the day will come like a thief.
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Our Lord keeps us on our toes by not telling us when he return, or when we person-
ally have to face our Lord.  He wants us to live as if any day can be the last.  We must 
always do good and strive for better.  To live without watchfulness invites disaster; it 
means we believe the idea that their is plenty of time.

There is a fable which tells of three apprentice devils who were coming to this 
earth to finish their apprenticeship.  They were talking to Satan, the chief of the 
devils, about their plans to tempt and to ruin men.  The first said, "I will tell them 
that there is no God." Satan said, "That will not delude many, for they know that 
there is a God."  The second said, "I will tell men that there is no hell.” Satan an-
swered, "You will deceive no one that way; men know even now that there is a hell 
for sin." The third said, "I will tell men that there is no hurry." "Go," said Satan, 
"and you will ruin men by the thousands."

The most dangerous of all delusions is that there is plenty of time.  The Gospel con-
tains a deep sense of urgency.  But the urgency of obeying Christ with all of our life 
does not mean we must do extraordinary things; we must always do our normal job - 
whether in the workplace or in the home.  We are called to be extraordinary servants 
in our ordinary situations.

Did you notice what sort activities the followers of Jesus were involved in, in his 
warning words? Some will be doing farm work in the field.  Others will be grind-
ing grain at home.  The followers of Jesus are involved in everyday activities.  In that 
context they are called by God; in that context they serve him; in that context their 
eternal happiness or punishment is decided.

This shows us, actually that the eating and 
drinking and marrying that Jesus mentioned 
previously, is not bad in itself.  Those activities 
are good.  They are even the will of God for us 
- as long as we seem them in the right perspec-
tive.  As long as we are not so immersed in them 
that we forget eternity.  Your normal work is not 
unimportant for God.  Eating and drinking and 
marrying are good.  Working as a farmer, doing 
work in your house, all those are the normal are-
as of life where God expects you to be faithful 
to him and where he wants you to anticipate his coming.  By talking about Him, and 
by being a peacemaker. "

Conclusion

Your ordinary daily work, or study, it matters to him.  He wants you to take care of 
your children, to repair your house.  To build guitars, to teach music, to head the 
primary department in school.  To be a good lawyer, to do the accounts well, to clean 
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your house.  That is the arena of your service to God.  And in this arena, I believe, he 
asks us, above all, to show our commitment to God and our fellow human being, by 
being evangelists and peacemakers.

As we see the light of our Lord God on the horizon, he already enlightens us.  But we 
only see this, we are only enlightened, if we have our eyes wide open.  So stay awake.  
And wonder, how in the light of all that what is to come, how you will spread the 
light of God in your normal environment this week.  Commit yourself again, to be a 
servant of the Gospel of peace.

+ Amen


