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The Gospel is for all nations

Acts 8.26-40

Rev Dr Jos M. Strengholt

The story in Acts 8 about Phillip and the Ethiopian eunuch is one of the strange 
events in the New Testament.  So strange, Luke could not make it up!

Phillip had an unexpected meeting with an African man on a deserted road between 
Jerusalem and Gaza.  And after the meeting, Phillip suddenly found himself 
somewhere else.  

Life with our Lord can be full of unexpected, even strange events!

1.  Strange meeting

If you wanted to go to Gaza from Jerusalem, the northern route was much better - 
but Phillip took the southern route - and that is where he met with a man who was 
travelling from a visit to the Temple in Jerusalem, to his native country Nubia.  

Our bibles often say that he came from Ethiopia, and that was, 
in those days, the name for the area south of the Egyptian city 
of Aswan into what is now Northern Sudan.  This area was also 
called Cush in the Old Testament, and later it was called Nubia.  
So the man was a black man.

And he was a eunuch.  This meant that he was not able to sexually 
perform.  Maybe he was born this way, but I assume he was 
purposely ‘neutred’ - because he worked for the queen of Nubia.  

Our text says that he was a court official of the Candake.  
Candake was a Nubian word that simply meant queen, so it was 
not a name, but a title.  In those days, Nubia was ruled by queens.  

At the time of our story, the Candake of Nubia was Amantitere.  
She ruled in Meroe, the Nubian capital.  And the man that 
Phillip met, was her minister of finance.

So here we have a very powerful man; surely he travelled with a whole retinue of 
servants and guards.  He was someone to be reckoned with.

The man had been in Jerusalem.  Due to his position, he was able to speak Greek.  
That was the language for international politics and business in those days.

And God sent Phillip to meet with him.  Phillip was mentioned earlier in the book 
of Acts, as one of the Greek-speaking Jews who were appointed to serve the new 
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Christian community as deacons.  Phillip spoke Greek.  So God chose him to meet 
with this man from Meroe - so that they could communicate.  

So the scroll that this Nubian man was reading was in Greek.  He was reading from 
the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament that had been made a 
century earlier, for the sake of the thousands and thousands of Jews who could not 
read the Hebrew language.  Even in Palestine there were many Jews who could not 
communicate in Hebrew - Greek was their language.  

So here we have the scene.  Phillip helped this important Nubian man to understand 
the religious scrolls he had bought in Jerusalem.  The man could not make much 
of it, and Phillip helped him to understand what he read, and this was a fantastic 
opportunity to speak about Jesus.  

Jesus had been crucified and he had risen from the dead, just a few months earlier.  

So Phillip became a great helper for this Nubian man to meet with Jesus Christ, the 
risen Lord.  

2.  Obedience of Philip

Twice we read about the obedience of Phillip.  If we do not obey God, we may miss 
amazing chances to speak of the Gospel.  Do you not sometimes have this feeling that 
you really have to do this or that? An urge that you know you really should not resist?

Phillip realised he had to be at a certain place at a certain time.  An angel told him.  
Did he realise it was an angel? Yes, maybe.  Or is was only with hindsight that he 
realised that the person who told him to go to that road, was a messenger from God?

Or maybe Phillip, with hindsight, realised that the idea he suddenly had, to go to that 
road, was really whispered into his mind by an angel.  As we sometimes have a strong 
sense to do this or that.  Or to say this or that.

If you have such a feeling, do not hesitate.  It may be that God wants to use you 
for something.  Even just the feeling that you should send someone flowers, or an 
encouraging email, or a card.  It can mean a lot for someone.

Phillip went to that road, and then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot 
and join it.” So Phillip ran to the chariot, a bit embarrassing really.  If you are a 
deacon in the church of God in Jerusalem, you do not want to be seen running, do 
you? 

In the Middle East, even today, it is considered quite humiliating if you run.  If you 
see how people cross the roads in Egypt, it is clear: they’d rather die than hurry a bit 
when they cross.  Because it is seen as unworthy to run.  

Phillip did it anyway.  And he must have been amazed about what happened next.  
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The man was reading from Isaiah 53.  And Phillip understood that this was a God-
given opportunity to speak of the Gospel.  

Sir, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?”  
And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.

In general, people do not understand the Bible except if someone explains it.  There 
are people who think that if you just spread 
as many Bibles as possible you do a good 
job.  Well, it is not bad but we must also help 
people to understand.

We all have a responsibility in this regard, 
to speak of Jesus Christ to outsiders.  Not all 
people are evangelists with a capital E - but 
we all have to love our neighbor.  And to speak 
of Jesus is an aspect of the love that we should 
all show to people.  If you believe God is 
good and Jesus is your Lord, then you cannot 
withhold this good news from others.  

Be sensitive to see the opportunities.  And by praying about this, and by knowing 
your Holy Scriptures better, you will become better at it.

Without Phillip’s sensitivity, knowledge of his Bible and his obedience, the Nubian 
man would have not heard the gospel, he would not be baptised, he would not have 
been saved, and he would have returned to Meroe without knowledge of the truth.  

People like us are important in the plans of God.  You are important in the plans of 
God.

3.  Christ for the nations

Why had the Nubian man come to Jerusalem? He had come to worship.  That means, 
ofcourse, that he had been in the Jewish temple.  

In those days the world was full of people who were weary of the many gods and the 
loose morals of the nations.  They came to Judaism and there they found the one God 
and the high moral standards which gave life meaning.  This Nubian eunuch must 
have been one of these seekers who came to Judaism to find God.

And I think he was deeply disappointed.  We know from the Gospels that the 
only area in the Temple were the nations could pray, was used for business, 
moneychanging, selling animals.  Not a place for spiritual meditation.  Do we offer 
people space for finding God in our midst? Even if they are so different from us?

And also, the man was a eunuch.  Eunuchs were, in accordance with the laws of 
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Moses, not allowed in the temple at all.

So probably, the man had not had a great experience of worship.  Israel kept God far 
away from him because he was a eunuch.  Very disappointing.  But the man did not 
give up easily, so he tried to understand the scrolls of Isaiah that he had bought in 
Jerusalem.

Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,  
so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him.   
Who can describe his generation?  
For his life is taken away from the earth.

Phillip explained that these verses were about Jesus Christ.  The Nubian man, who 
felt totally rejected by God, now understood that through Jesus Christ God opened 
his arms to welcome him, a stranger, into the family of God.  No-one is beyond 
redemption.  

Do not for a moment think that you or the people you come across,  are beyond 
redemption.  God opens his arms, through Jesus Christ, for all people.  For us as well.  
And we in our turn open them for other people.

The eunuch believed and was baptised, and he “went on his way rejoicing.” 

And I assume that he continued reading the scroll he had been reading in.  With 
Phillip he had discussed chapter 53.  Just a few chapters later, in Isaiah 56, the eunuch 
read this - to make him much more joyful:

 Let no foreigner who is bound to the Lord say, “The Lord will surely exclude me from 
his people.” [ And]  this is what the Lord says: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, 
who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant — to them I will give within 
my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give 
them an everlasting name that will endure forever.” (Isaiah 56.3-8)

There is space, eternal space, for all people in the temple of God.  Not in that Stone 
Temple in Jerusalem - but in his new temple - in Jesus Christ, and in the church 
of God.  The man must have been overjoyed.  If we help people to find God, we do 
something magnificent.  We bring joy in their lives.  

His pilgrimage to Jerusalem had been succesful after all! He had found God! Even a 
eunuch from Nubia is welcome in the family of 
God.

In the geography of the days of Luke, Nubia 
was often identified with the ends of the earth.  
I think Luke decided to describe this particular 
event in the history of the early church, to show 
that the Gospel is for all peoples.
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And I think Luke showed this in yet another way.

Israelites divided the whole world in three parts, based on the table of nations in 
Genesis 10.  In their view, the world consisted of people from Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth.  Because Genesis 10:1 says, that the sons of Noah, who populated the earth, 
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

The man from Nubia, he was from the family of Ham.  

In Acts 9, in the next chapter, we read of Saul who becomes a folllower of Jesus.  He 
was from the tribe of Shem - a Semite.  

And in chapter 10 of the book of Acts, we read of Cornelius, a Roman soldier, who 
becomes a Christian.  He was posterity of Japheth.  

In all three cases, the conversion to Christ was surrounded by visions, by God 
speaking very directly, by miracles.  Luke shows how people from the whole world 
turned to Christ.  From Shem, Ham, and from Japeth.  And this was clearly a work of 
God, each conversion story was so strange! 

God intervened in the lives of these people in such an incredibly strange way, in order 
for the early church to realise that this was truly God at work. 

That it was God who pushed them to not hold the gospel for themselves, but that 
they should invite the rest of the world into the church of God.

Conclusion

This is a good message for us as well.  The good news of Jesus Christ is for the whole 
world, for all peoples.  God has no outcasts.  

And the whole church is called to participate in this mission of God.  

So be sensitive, allow God to use you.  Speak of him when you can.  

Pray for people, know his Word, and use the opportunities you have.

Open your mouth and share with others how God is present in your life and what 
Jesus can mean for them.  

So they they can continue the journey of life with great joy.

+ Amen


