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Sermons 
Following till the end

Luke 9.51-62

Rev Dr Jos M. Strengholt

Following Jesus is a commitment of a lifetime.  It is not a commitment to be perfect, 
or to be a religious person, but a commitment to him.  To listen to him.  To obey him.  

We do this with much falling and getting up again.  We do it with sins, with 
mistakes, with grave mistakes.  But we always get up and we focus on him again.

In our Gospel reading, we come across all sorts of people.  Some rejected Jesus, others 
really followed him, and others agaiun wanted to follow him but they had many 
reasons to not commit fully to following him.  ‘Maybe later’, was their attitude.

1.  Samaritans rejected him

Jesus and his friend - his real followers - travelled through Samaria to Jerusalem, and 
in Samaria they needed a place for the night.  

So Jesus sent messengers ahead, because it would not be easy to find lodgings for 
13 people in general, and on top of that, the big problem was that they were in 
Samaritan territory.  

There had long been a bitter feud between Jews and Samaritans.  The Samaritans 
were a racial mixture of jews and gentiles, and they had developed their own religious 
beliefs and even their own temple in Samaria.  

Flavius Josephus, the Jewish historian, writes in his books - and he wrote those in 
the first century, so, in New Testament times, how Jews would usually try to avoid 
traveling through Samaria.  

Because of their negative feelings to Samaritans.  
And sometimes it was just too dangerous for 
them, because the Samaritans did not like the 
jews either.  They were enemies.  Sometimes Jews 
were killed while traveling through Samaria.  

So it was not unexpected that the village where 
Jesus and his disciples had hoped to lodge, told 
them that they were not welcome.  ‘Move on 
please, we have no place for you.’ 

These people did not want to receive Jews, they 
did not want to host Jesus and his disciples.

Sermons 

AN 2019



2

Sermons 
James and John were fuming.  This was an insult.  They followed Jesus, they were the 
true People of God, so “how do those foreigners, those outsiders, dare to be negative 
to Jesus? And to us Christians? They should honour us.” 

I can imagine the holy zeal in the minds and hearts of those disciples.  They had just 
recently been present when Moses and Elijah appeared to Jesus, where they had seen 
the powerful and divine Jesus.  

They were now on the way to Jerusalem, and who knows what mighty things Jesus 
might do?!

So how dare these Samaritans spoil the mood, resist the will of God, reject Jesus and 
his precious apostles?

So very much in line with the Elijah they had seen just days before, they asked Jesus, 
‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?

They are bad people Lord, why not finish them? Show who you truly are!’ 

But Jesus turned and rebuked them.  He turned.  Does this indicate that they did not 
speak to him face to face?  Maybe they were walking behind him, and they grumbled.  

But Jesus did not accept their desire for revenge.  It  is out of keeping with the 
mission of Jesus, who has come to save people, not to destroy them.  The apostles 
were only gradually learning that zeal for the things of God should never be bitter or 
violent.

St.  Ambrose of Milan wrote a commentary on this passage in Luke, and says that 
Jesus teaches us “that where there is true love there is no room for anger; […] that 
weakness [that is, of the Samaritans] should not be treated with harshness but should 
be helped.  Indignation […] and desire for vengeance [should be] very far from great 
souls.”

And St Cyril of Alexandria, in his commentary on Luke, wrote something similar.  
He said: Jesus did “not permit them to grumble violently against those who sinned.  
He rather persuaded them to be patient…”

A good lesson for us.  To not have a negative attitude to people who are against us, or 
who do live a sinful life.  Love must rule us, not anger.  Patience, not harshness, even 
when people hurt us.  And if we are true followers of Jesus, we also need rebuke by 
Jesus sometimes, because even real followers of Jesus do fall into grave mistakes.

2.  You really want to follow?

Actually, Jesus almost seemed more lenient, more loving when it came to those 
outsiders who rejected him, than to the people who were insiders, his followers.  And 
he was quite critical also of some who said they wanted to follow him, but then they 
didn’t.
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Someone came to Jesus, while they were walking,  and told him: ‘I will follow you 
wherever you go.’ 

Now that is the sort of thing Jesus wanted to hear.  That sounds like true 
commitment.  We sing this sort of thing regularly.  

“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?”  We sing this song every now 
and then.  “Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?” 

And then we answer: “Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.  
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.  In your company I'll go where 
your love and footsteps show.”

‘Lord, I follow you everywhere.’ Yeah….  

What is the response of Jesus? “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 

I think what Jesus says is: ‘You have no idea what you say.  Because you will find me in 
unpleasant places.  Is that where you will follow me? You better think twice.’

In our churches we have a tendency to almost beg people to come to us, to come to 
our church.  We are so nice, we are so kind, come and we take care of you…

Maybe we have to be more honest, 
like Jesus.  We ought to tell people 
that being a Christian - a follower of 
Christ - is painful and it costs a lot.  A 
big lot.  You better think twice.

Then Jesus invited someone to follow 
him, but that man said, “Lord, first let 
me go and bury my father.” 

Why did Jesus reply so harsh! “Let the 
dead bury their own dead; but as for 
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.”

Well, actually, this was not so harsh.  What the man said to Jesus is not that his father 
had just died and he now had to bury him.  His words really meant, and this is middle 
eastern language, ‘Let me be with my family and serve my father, until he passes 
away.’ 

That might be after 20 years.  So the man wanted to be a good family-man, not leave 
his father.  He would follow Jesus after his father would no longer claim the presence 
of his son, for work on the farm maybe? He would follow Jesus only insofar it would 
nor be a challenge to the cultural norms.

And this is simply not enough for Jesus.  
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And the third man had a similar excuse to not follow Jesus promptly.  ‘I will follow 
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.’  

He did not mean to say bye bye to his wife and children, he meant he needed much 
more time with the family, until they would allow him to leave.  And that time might 
never come.  

So what is a proper attitude for us, in regard to that commandment of Jesus to follow 
him? 

3.  Looking at the horizon

Surely, let us by all means welcome Jesus in our homes.  And his apostles as well.  In 
the book of Revelation, St John sees Jesus knocking on the door of the church in 
Laodicea, and he wants the church to let him in.

We must always, as a church and as individuals, wonder whether we do let Jesus in.  It 
is easy to tell him that he is welcome, but when the rubber hits the road? 

Are his apostles welcome in our midst? The people who wrote our bible?  Do we 
listen to them?

But that is only a first step.  Because if people 
cry to Jesus that he is welcome, and that they 
will follow him, his first action is to make us 
aware of the consequences.  

Do we realise the troubles this will bring us 
in? Do we accept the fact that following him 
means a big, painful, sacrifice - mainly the 
sacrifice of ourselves?

To people who want to follow Jesus, he says: 
‘No one who puts a hand to the plough and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’

This is a hard thing.  What does this statement 
mean? Like me, you probably do not have much experience with ploughing a field.

But no ploughman ever ploughed a straight furrow looking back over his shoulder.  If 
you do that, you create crooked furrows.  Your field, your life becomes a mess.  You do 
not end up where you need to go.

The watchword of the kingdom is not, "backwards!" but, "forwards!" What we need is 
a firm commitment to follow Jesus to the horizon, till the end.

There are some whose hearts are in the past.  Yes, we want to follow Jesus, but we  
walk forever looking backwards and we think with regret about the good old days, 
when things were easy.  
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What Jesus tells those people - and us - is that we need firm commitment to follow 
him, to believe in him, to obey him, to live as he wants us to live.  

And the only way to do that, is as the farmer who ploughs, to look toward the end of 
the field.  If he looks down at his field, or backwards, or sideways, he gets into trouble.  

In a sense, we need to ignore the things just around us, and focus on the bigger 
picture.  On Jesus at the end of the road.

Jesus does not accept our lukewarm, our half-hearted service.  He wants you, he wants 
me, but he is not begging us.  He is not hoping for a bit of our attention.  

He is asking for our heart, our mind, our strength.  For you as you are - the total you.  
And that you focus on the total him.  

Psychologists tell us that every time we have a fine feeling, and do not act on it, the 
less likely we are to act on it at all.  The emotion becomes a substitute for the action.  

Take one example--sometimes we feel that we would like to write an email, or make a 
phone-call to someone.  Perhaps of sympathy, perhaps of thanks, or to congratulate a 
person.  If we put it off until tomorrow, it will in all likelihood never happen.  

Jesus urges us to act at once when our hearts are stirred.  And then to follow him, and 
do it with a commitment that does not know of any looking back.  

Conclusion

Let us not worry too much about what God will do with outsiders, with people who 
have rejected Jesus.  That is not our problem.

We should worry about ourselves.  We have adopted the name of Jesus Christ - we 
call ourselves Christians.  We say we welcome him.

But do we follow him? This is an important question… we have to ask ourselves how 
committed we are.

I do not mean to ask whether you are perfect; he accepts our shortcomings, and he 
helps us to get up again and again when we stumble.  

But we must focus on Jesus at the end of the road, so that we follow him and him 
alone.  

And if you feel that you have to commit yourself again to him, do not hesitate.  

Welcome him in the home of your life - again.  And let us follow him.  

[And let us as an expression of our desire to do this, sing: 

“I have decided to follow Jesus.  No turning back”] 

+Amen


